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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI:

o "INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

-ﬁNAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THE MASON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP)
wistoric  (Mason and Dixon's) West Line, 5th Mile Stone

AND/OR COMMON
Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 5 (1900-03 Resurvey Monument No. 6)

LOCATION (not fof publication)
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. [ DESCRIPTION Ce-lots

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT ___DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED XoriginaLsite (2)
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
X_FAIR X _UNEXPOSED

: . DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. 5(6) marks Mason and Dixon's fifth mile west of the initial
stone at the northeast corner of Maryland an their West Line. Originally,
24 monuments were set along the present Cecil/Chester and Lancaster county
boundary (1 double crownstone at the corner, set in 1768; 4 crownstones and
19 milestones in 1766). Of these,i3 crownstones and>l7 milestones remain on
this part of the Line, No. 5(6) amongst them, at a site preliminarily surveyed
in 1765.

The area here is still predominantly rural, rolling farmland, with
Lewisville being one of the few small settlements. The site is located at
the eastern edge of the settlement; about 1% miles northwest of Fair Hill,
Maryland; about 1000' south of the Lewisville Road (PA 472) in one of the
fields in back of the Durborow farmhouse; at a point about 20' east of a
hedgerow at the east edge of a farm service lane. Unmarked and unexposed,
it cannot be seen from a distance or detected closeup. And because it is
covered by so little soil (a few inches), it could be easily damaged by farm

machinery, and must be considered endangered.

The monument, reset more securely inbl902 during the course of the
1900-03% Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary, was standing about
1' above ground in 1948 (c. 9/19/48) when photos on file at the Maryland
Historiecal Society were taken by Dr. A. L. Trussell., By the time of the 1950
field inspection it was described as "almost covered with earth.” And though
there are rumors that it has been moved "about 200! ffom the original site?
it would seem to be where it was in 1948. At the time of the 1979-82 field
inspection, we were able to expose the monumeht to a depth of about 18" and
found it in falir condition, with the shields of the Penn and Calvert arms
intact, with most fluting and some margins remaining; but with large chips
on the top corners, chips along all edgesj a deteriorating top with no planes
or embellishments remaining and a large pit in the apex. It measured about
11" square; but we were unable to determine if it was g%if&?sagr %%38& by the
concrete collar of 1902 or had been moved.

(see Thematic Group NR nomination form for description of original crownston

and the 1900-03% Resurvey method of resettiﬁg)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSAR



B} SIGNIFICANCE CE-0i5

... PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
‘ “‘REHISTORIC -—ARCHEQOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —_ COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—.1400-1499 . -—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ _CONSERVATION —LAW —.SCIENCE
—1500-1599 -—AGRICULTURE _.ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —.SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 -—ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
X,J 700-1799 -——ART —ENGINEERING —-MusIC —THEATER ’
}1800-1899 ~—COMMERCE X_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY ~ —TRANSPORTATION
_.1900- —~COMMUNICATIONS —.INDUSTRY K_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X__OTHER {SPECIFY)
—INVENTION boundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1902) SMHEKDERARGHITERY Charles Mason & Jeremiah Dixon
SURVEIORS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone No. 5(6) is significant primarily as one of only 24 original
crownstones still standing along Mason and Dixon's West Line, the boundary
commonly known as the Mason-Dixon Line since Civil War times and notable for
its historical impact and innovative survey methods., The site (if found to
be original) was preliminarily surveyed in 1765 and monumenteﬁ the folléwing
year, reset more securely in 1902 during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey
of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. Individually, and as one of only three
original crownstones within the present Cecil/Chester and Lancaster county
boundary, No. 5(6) is also significant locally as one of a diminishing number
of objects and structures with an identifiable relationship fo our colonial

and Civil War heritage.

.HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




- . _ Ce-lois
E8MAJOR BIBLIGGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _Less than one acre

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTLO .
v B Y DESCRIPTION /4 : o

]

UTM: 18.42412,439708

~-LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES |

STATE * Mgryland | o COUNTY Cecil
STATE . - - COUNTY
. ... Pennsylvania . - : Chester
[S1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE Y . . e .
Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon Line boundary marker surveyor)

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 3/16/80 (site surveyed)

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

14308 Mount Avenue 301/472-2128

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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